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Credit Hours and Grade Av er age Re quire ments
Ar chi tec ture–

Five-Year Pro gram

B045

Bach e lor of Ar chi tec ture

To tal Credit Hours. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  160
Min i mum Up per-Di vi sion Hours Re quired . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Min i mum Re ten tion/Grad u a tion Grade Point Av er ages:
Min i mum OU Re ten tion GPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50
Min i mum Com bined Re ten tion GPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50
Min i mum GPA on all Re quired Pro fes sional Courses . . . . . . . 2.50

OU en cour ages stu dents to com plete at least 32 hours of ap pli ca ble coursework each year to have the op por tu nity to grad u ate in five years.
A min i mum grade of C is re quired in all ma jor coursework. Com ple tion of a uni ver sity-ap proved mi nor or Di vi sion ap proved con cen tra tion is also re quired. All first

year courses are to be com pleted be fore ad vanc ing to the sec ond year un less oth er wise ap proved by the Ar chi tec ture Di vi sion Di rec tor.

Year FIRST SE MES TER Hours SEC OND SE MES TER Hours

NA
M

HSERF

ARCH 1112, Cul tures of Col lab o rat ing, Cre at ing, & Con struct ing
ARCH 1121, Meth ods I-In tro duc tion to Cre at ing-Mak ing
ARCH 1154, De sign I-De sign Fun da men tals
ENGL 1113, Prin ci ples of Eng lish Com po si tion (Core I)
MATH 1823, Cal cu lus & An a lytic Ge om e try I (Core I)
P SC 1113, Amer i can Fed eral Gov ern ment (Core III)

2
1
4
3
3
3

ARCH 1223, Meth ods II - Ma te rial Aware ness
ARCH 1254,  De sign II - Craft & Mak ing
ENGL 1213, Prin ci ples of Eng lish Com po si tion (Core I), or
EXPO 1213, Ex pos i tory Writ ing (Core I)
HIST 1483 or 1493, U.S. His tory (Core IV)
So cial Sci ence—Ad vised Elec tive (Core III)† 

3
4
3

3
3

TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 16 TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 16
Ad mis sion to sec ond year is based upon first-year GPA and is sub ject to re stric tion based upon avail able pro gram re sources.

All sec ond-year courses are to be com pleted be fore ad vanc ing to the third year un less oth er wise approvel by the Di rec tor of the Di vi sion of Ar chi tec ture.

ER
O

M
O

HP
OS

ARCH 2243, His tory of Ar chi tec ture I (Core IV)
ARCH 2323, Meth ods III - De sign Analytics
ARCH 2354, De sign III - Craft ing Place

Nat u ral Sci ence, with lab—(Core II) cho sen from ap proved  Gen. Ed. list
Un der stand ing Ar tis tic Forms— (Core IV)†

3
3
4

4
3

ARCH 2343, His tory of Ar chi tec ture II (Core IV)
ARCH 2423, Meth ods IV - Ma te ri als and Form
ARCH 2454, De sign IV-Ma te ri als & Mak ing
PHYS 1114, Phys ics for Non-Sci ence Ma jors (Core II)
Ecol ogy Elec tive—(cho sen from sug gested list)

3
3
4
4
3

TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 17 TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 17
Ad mis sion to pro fes sional de gree pro gram re quired for ad vance ment to years three, four and five. Ad mis sion is based on cur ric u lum GPA and re view of ap pli cant dos sier,

and avail able re sources. Ad mis sion and con tin ued en roll ment in the pro fes sional pro gram re quires a min i mum OU re ten tion and com bined re ten tion GPA of 2.50.

R
OI

N
UJ

ARCH 3133, Ar chi tec tural Struc tures I
ARCH 3443, Mod ern & Con tem po rary Ar chi tec ture
ARCH 3523, Meth ods V-Ther mal Sys tems
ARCH 3555, Design V-Ar chi tec tural Mak ing I
Non-West ern Cul ture — (Core IV), up per-division

3
3
3
5
3

ARCH 3233, Ar chi tec tural Struc tures II
ARCH 3543, Re search & Crit i cal Writ ing Sem i nar
ARCH 3623, Meth ods VI-Aux il iary Sys tems
ARCH 3655, De sign VI-Ar chi tec tural Mak ing II
Open Elec tive

3
3
3
5
3

TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 17 TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 17

R
OI

NES

ARCH 4333, Ad vanced Struc tures
ARCH 4723, Meth ods VII-Ad vanced Sys tems
ARCH 4755, De sign VII-Sys tems & Context

§Open Elec tive

3
3
5

3

ARCH 4823, Meth ods VIII-Ar chi tec tural Ana lyt ics
ARCH 4855, De sign VIII-Ar chi tec tural Syn the sis

‡Pro fes sional Elec tive

§Open Elec tive

3
5

3

3

TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 14 TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 14

RAEY 
HTFIF

ARCH 5922, Meth ods IX-Con tem po rary Practice
ARCH 5955, Design IX-Com pre hen sive Ar chi tec ture I

‡Pro fes sional Elec tive

§Open Elective
§Open Elec tive

2
5

3

3
3

ARCH 5022, Meth ods X-Lead er ship in Prac tice
ARCH 5055, Stu dio X (Cap stone)

‡Pro fes sional Elec tive

§Open Elec tive
§Open Elec tive

2
5

3

3
3

TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 16 TO TAL CREDIT HOURS 16
§Open Elec tive (21 hours)—Any open elec tive hours are the stu dent’s choice but may not in clude ar chi tec ture courses.
‡Pro fes sional Elective (9 hours)—stu dent choice of up per-di vi sion courses in ar chi tec ture or re lated dis ci pline.

University- Wide Gen eral Edu ca tion Re quire ments (mini mum 40 hours)
Courses des ig nated as Core I, II, III, IV, or Cap stone are part of the Gen eral Ed u ca tion cur ric u lum. Stu dents must com plete a min i mum of 40 hours of Gen eral Ed u ca tion courses, cho sen
from the ap proved list, in clud ing at least †one up per-di vi sion Gen. Ed. course out side of the stu dent’s ma jor. Courses graded S/U or P/NP will not ap ply.
Core I Sym bolic and Oral Com mu ni ca tion (9–19 hours, 3–5 courses)

•Eng lish Com po si tion–6 hours, 2 courses
•Mathe mat ics–3 hours, 1 course
•For eign Lan guage–0–10 hours, 2 courses in the same lan guage, (which can be met by suc cess fully com plet ing two years of the same for eign lan guage in high school)
•Other (courses such as com mu ni ca tion, logic or pub lic speak ing)

Core II Natu ral Sci ence (7 hours, 2 courses)
•Courses must be taken from dif fer ent dis ci plines in the bio logi cal and/or physi cal sci ences; one of which must in clude a labo ra tory.

Core III So cial Sci ence (6 hours, 2 courses)
•One course must be P SC 1113, “Ameri can Fed eral Gov ern ment”

Core IV Hu mani ties (12 hours, 4 courses)
•Un der stand ing Ar tis tic Forms–3 hours, 1 course
•West ern Civi li za tion and Cul ture–6 hours, 2 courses, in clud ing HIST 1483 or HIST 1493
•Non- Western Cul tures–3 hours, 1 course

Se nior Cap stone Ex pe ri ence (14 hours, 3 courses - as re quired by the Col lege of Ar chi tec ture) 
7-12

http://www.ou.edu/architecture/
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COURSES IN AR CHI TEC TURE (ARCH)
1112 Cultures of Collaborating, Creating, and Constructing. Prerequisite: Architecture or
Environmental Design major. Introduction to the foundations of the various planning, design, and
construction disciplines. Focus on the collaborative process for creating and constructing the built
environment. Histories of expertise areas such as planning, architecture, landscape architecture,
interior design, construction science, engineering, and graphic environmental design will be
explored and related to how these have evolved to their contemporary conditions. (F)
1121 Meth ods I – In tro duc tion to Cre at ing-Mak ing. Corequisite: 1112, 1154. An in tro duc tion
to the his tor i cal and the o ret i cal is sues form ing and in form ing the built en vi ron ment. The
re la tion ships of con cep tual, meth od olog i cal, and rep re sen ta tional skills re lated to de signed
en vi ron ments will be in tro duced and de vel oped. De sign vo cab u lary, stu dio cul ture, and
ar chi tec tural dis course will be ex plored and related within the framework of Creating-Making. (F)
1154 De sign I – De sign Fun da men tals. Corequisite: 1112 and 1121. De vel op ment of
foun da tional de sign, vi sual com mu ni ca tion skills, and graphic con ven tions in clud ing sketch ing 
and draft ing, shade and shadow, ren der ing meth ods, per spec tive, color, ma te ri als, and model
build ing. In tro duces pro cesses of cre at ing-mak ing through meth ods en gaged in crit i cal
think ing and ex pe ri en tial know ing. Meth ods of com po si tion are in tro duced and ex plored:
de sign el e ments and prin ci ples, pro por tion and scale, or der ing sys tems, and or ga ni za tional
strat e gies. Introduction to issues of craft and material engagement. (F)
1223 Meth ods II – Ma te rial Aware ness. Pre req ui site: 1112, 1121, and 1154 with a grade of
C or better. Corequisite: 1254. An in tro duc tion to the in flu ences of ma te ri als and tech nol ogy
on de signed en vi ron ments. In tro duc tion of the his tor i cal de vel op ment and ap pli ca tion of
ba sic ar chi tec tural tech nol ogy. In tro duc tion to struc tural sys tems and com po nents and to the
for mal/spa tial/ma te rial characteristics of building technology. (Sp)
1254 Design II – Craft and Making. Prerequisite: 1112, 1121, and 1154 with a grade of C or
better. Corequisite: 1223. A continuation in the development of fundamental design and visual
communication skills through introductions to the material, formal, and spatial properties of
architecture. Fabrication safety, craft, and techniques will be introduced and developed through
the making of full-scale constructions. Continued ideas involving Creating-Making are explored
through exercises in the formal, spatial, and material qualities of human environments. (Sp)
2243 History of Architecture I. Prerequisite: majors only or permission of instructor.
Corequisite: 2323, 2354; for Interior Design majors: completion of A HI 2213 and A HI 2223. A
theoretical investigation of the cultural, political, and aesthetic values of diverse Western and
non-Western cultures and how these affect the built environment from pre-history through the
Renaissance. This course continues the development of critical writing skills and further develops 
analytic skills that act to inform design decisions related to studio projects. (F) [IV-WC]
2323 Methods III - Design Analytics. Prerequisite: 1223, 1254 with a grade of C or better.
Corequisite: 2354, 2243. An introduction to historical precedent, human factors, and the
physical and cultural contexts associated with the built environment. The contextual relationships
between building, site, and culture will be explored through an introduction to various
environmental and site design concepts, skills, and methods appropriate for architects. (F)
2343 His tory of Ar chi tec ture II. Pre req ui site: 2323, 2354, 2243; Corequisite: 2423, 2454.
An in ves ti ga tion of the cul tural, po lit i cal, and aes thetic val ues of di verse West ern and
non-West ern cul tures and how these have af fected the built en vi ron ment from the
Re nais sance through the 19th cen tury. A con tin u a tion of the de vel op ment of crit i cal writ ing
skills and an a lytic skills that act to in form de sign de ci sions related to studio projects. (Sp)
2354 De sign III – Craft ing Place. Pre req ui site: 1223, 1254 with a grade of C or better.
Corequisite: 2323, 2243. De vel op ment of for mal and spa tial ar chi tec tural com po nents that
dem on strate en gage ment with de sign prin ci ples, pre ce dent anal y sis, hu man fac tors, and
en vi ron men tal and cul tural in flu ences on de sign. Ex pres sion of ideas through the ap pli ca tion
of vir tual tech niques of rep re sen ta tion and visual communication are required. (F)
2423 Methods IV – Materials and Form. Prerequisite: 2243, 2323, and 2354 with a grade of
C or better. Corequisite: 2343, 2454. An introduction to the nature of building materials with
regard to form, strength, durability, workability, structure, connections, surfaces, and edges.
Analysis of architectural expression through the use of building materials including the effects
of: light, air movement, humidity, and their relationships to both one another and formal and
spatial expressions. Provides a phenomenological foundation for more technical development 
in Methods V. (Sp)
2454 Design IV – Materials and Making. Prerequisite: 2243,  2323, and 2354, with a grade
of C or better. Corequisite: 2343, 2423. A continuation of ARCH 2354. Introduces projects of
moderate complexities demonstrating intermediate design principles within the context of the 
urban environment. Application of both physical and virtual communication skills as
professional techniques of representation and communication are required. (Sp)
3133 Architectural Structures I. Prerequisite: 2423, 2454, 2343; Corequisite: 3523, 3555,
3443, MATH 1823 and PHYS 1114; or Construction Science major and completion of PHYS
2414 and MATH 1823. An introduction to basic physics, forces within structural systems,
material strength, and associated structural engineering principles. Develops both intuitive and 
empirical knowledge of forces within structural systems that serve as a foundation for future
courses within the Structures sequence. The course will engage and influence exercises in
Design V in order to develop intuitive understanding of structures and to introduce analytical
tools necessary to creating-making. (F)
3233 Architectural Structures II. Prerequisite: ARCH 3133, ARCH 3443, ARCH 3523, and
ARCH 3555. Corequisite: ARCH 3623, ARCH 3655. Focuses on wood, concrete, and steel as
structural materials. Students will develop an understanding of engineering principles as they
apply to each of these structural materials. Material properties, common manufactured systems,
common material sections, and common connection types will be explored with students
demonstrating the ability to develop technical details related to various structural systems. (Sp)
3443 Modern and Contemporary Architecture. Prerequisite: 2343, 2423, and 2454.
Corequisite: 3133, 3523, 3555; Interior Design majors: I D 3753. A survey and discussion of
built artifacts of 20th century architectural culture and the last 25 years of significant world
architecture. Emphasis is placed upon the formal, philosophical, social, technical, and
economic contexts of the projects discussed, as well as their later reinterpretations. Continues
the development of critical writing skills and further develops analytical skills that act to inform
design decisions related to studio projects. (F)
3523 Meth ods V - Ther mal Sys tems. Pre req ui site: 2343, 2423, and 2454. Corequisite:
3133, 3443, and 3555. In tro duc tion to psychometrics, heat trans mis sion in build ings, heat ing,
air con di tion ing and ven ti la tion, so lar heat gain, pas sive so lar con di tion ing, plumb ing, and fire
protection. (F)

3543 Research and Critical Writing Seminar. Prerequisite: ARCH 2243, ARCH 2343, ARCH
3443, and permission of instructor. Corequisite: ARCH 3623, and ARCH 3655. The development of 
research and academic writing in an urban and architectural context. Original research and/or
analysis and a fully annotated term paper are required. Topics may range from periods, politics,
technology, economics, religion, gender, and culture. A continuation of the development of critical
writing skills and further develops analytic skills that act to inform design decisions related to studio
projects. Open to non-architecture majors to encourage interdisciplinary research/writing. (Sp)
3555 Design V – Architectural Making I. Prerequisite: 2343, 2423, and 2454. Corequisite:
3133, 3443, and 3523. Introduces client-initiated programming as an influence on design
process. Issues related to structural systems, thermal control systems, and life safety will be
explored. Site issues including access/egress/parking, building orientation, and hydrology and
subsurface conditions will be introduced as factors affecting Creating-Making. An introduction
to software essential to simulation of building performance as a means to integrate climatic
conditions, building and site orientations, materials, and form in sustainable ways. (F)
3623 Methods VI – Auxiliary Systems. Prerequisite: 3133, 3443, 3523, 3555. Corequisite:
3233, 3655; Interior Design majors: I D 3723 and I D 3793. An introduction to lighting,
acoustics, and other auxiliary systems that impact the Creating-Making of the built environment.
These systems are discussed in relation to issues of sustainability and human comfort. Codes and
standards that effect building design will be introduced and discussed. (Sp)
3655 Design VI – Architectural Making II. Prerequisite: 3133, 3443, 3523, and 3555.
Corequisite: 3233, 3623. This course is a continuation of Design V with an introduction to
passive and active forms of lighting, acoustics, conveyance systems, and electrical systems. An
emphasis will be placed on the relation between these auxiliary building systems and
Creating-Making. Issues of sustainability including environmental impacts, resource utilization,
ethical resource efficiencies and performance-based design will be related to concepts of
Creating-Making. Codes and standards that effect the built environment will be explored. (Sp)
4333 Advanced Structures. Prerequisite: ARCH 3233, ARCH 3623, and ARCH 3655;
Corequisite: ARCH 4723, and ARCH 4755. A continuation of engagement with wood,
concrete, and steel structural systems and introduces complex structural systems and their
developed connections. Building materials and systems will be related to building detailing
and structural connections. Code and life safety issues will be introduced as they relate to
structural systems. Cost effectiveness and system selection are included in course material. (F)
4723 Methods VII – Advanced Systems. Prerequisite: 3233, 3623, 3655. Corequisite: 4333,
4755. Introduction to advanced issues of structure, building systems, sustainability, and
integrated building management systems. Course material will develop advanced
understanding of the theories and practices of these complex systems and their effects on the
built environment. (F)
4755 Design VII – Systems and Context. Prerequisite: 3233, 3623, 3655. Corequisite: 4333, 
4723. Emphasizes the relationship of schematic design to contract documents in order to
understand structural, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and other systems within buildings.
Students demonstrate an understanding of drafting conventions, the production of traditional
contract documents, Building Information Modeling, and the communication of additional
solutions necessary for construction. A major component of the course is dedicated to
developing interdisciplinary and collaborative skills through team-based projects and other
small group exercises. (F) [V]
4823 Methods VIII – Architectural Analytics. Prerequisite: 4333, 4723, 4755. Corequisite: 4855.
Seminar format course introduces students to less common structural systems: pneumatics, shells,
folded plate, high-rise structures, manufactured components and assemblies, and long span systems
in buildings. Course also focuses on the design development phase of architectural production with
the introduction of limits of responsibility for architects, various specification types, integrated project
delivery, preliminary cost estimating, etc. Studio project will be utilized to demonstrate alternative
proposal methods and evaluation as part of the design decision-making process. (Sp)
4855 Design VIII – Architectural Synthesis. Prerequisite: 4333, 4723, and 4755, all with a
grade of C or better. Corequisite:  4823. Emphasizes the development of a complete project
from schematic design through design development and construction detailing. Students develop
a building of limited programmatic complexity through more complete technical development.
The application of Building Information Modeling software will be required. Also addresses and
builds upon the collaborative and analytic knowledge developed in ARCH 4755. (Sp)
G5022 Methods X – Leadership in Practice. Prerequisite: 5922, 5955; Corequisite: ARCH
5055. Explores innovative practices in contemporary architectural practice. Issues of cultural and 
environmental sustainability, political activism, and the changing role of the architecture
profession are discussed. Innovative methods of digital prototyping and performance modeling
related to project delivery will also be explored. Emphasis is placed upon the leadership role that
architects can assume in the design and construction disciplines in the community and in
education. Local regional, national, and global leadership opportunities are examined. (Sp)
G5055 Studio X – Comprehensive Architecture II. Prerequisite: 5922, 5955; Corequisite:
5022. A continuation of 5955; capstone course, the third of three required. Students are
expected to further develop their project to a level of Design Development and limited
Construction Detailing. Continued exploration, speculation, and experimental innovation
begun in Design IX extended into materials detailing, construction methods, mechanical
systems, and creative spatial and aesthetic development. Component and assembly
prototyping and performance modeling are a significant component of the course. (Sp)
G5922 Methods IX – Contemporary Practice. Prerequisite: 4823, 4855; Corequisite: ARCH
5955. Explores issues in contemporary architectural practice including the role of the client,
contracts, practice and project management, leadership skills, legal responsibilities, ethics and
professional judgment, and community and social responsibilities. Emphasis is placed upon
issues of cultural and environmental sustainability, political activism, and the changing role of
the architecture profession. Knowledge of techniques is developed for project justification
from establishing the scope of projects to cultural, sustainable, and financial feasibility. The
course contains program specific research and support related to studio projects.(F)
G5955 Design IX – Comprehensive Architecture I. Prerequisite: 4823, 4855; Corequisite:
ARCH 5922. The first of a two-semester sequence; includes the design of a moderately
complex building on a contextual site. Encourages innovative exploration, analysis,
speculation, and experimentation in developing schematic proposals. Students will develop
an architectural program, establish pro-forma attributes, conduct feasibility studies for their
chosen project, develop solutions with refined mechanical, electrical, structural, and material
components. Both active and passive energy systems, issues of sustainability, issues of site and
context, life safety issues, and traditional functional and aesthetic requirements will be integral
to design solutions. Includes a significant focus on ethical, environmental, sustainable, social,
material, and historical issues related to Creating-Making within the built environment. (F)


